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Batavia High School students have access to extra help

For the second year now the high
school is offering a Tutoring Center
and Testing Center.

The Tutoring center has helped
50 students during the 12 weeks
it's been open (mainly in the areas
of math and science). The center
is open after school for an hour in
B106 on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. There are peer tutors for
NHS available as well as a teacher
(on Tuesdays its a science teacher,
Wednesdays a math teacher, and
Thursdays. a social studies teacher).

The Testing center is open
Tuesday through Thursday until 4
pm in the Main part of the LRC.
Over the past 12 weeks 1,050
students have made up tests in this
center. Again, there is a teacher
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students have been in the LRC
during most PLC days. In addition
to working on projects, students can
also take makeup exams and receive
tutoring assistance during this time.
Through a partnership between
Batavia Public Library and the
school district, students also have
access to live homework help
through a service called Tutor.
com. Links on the LRC and Batavia
Public Library home pages connect
students with tutors through
live chat sessions. This service
is available from 2 to 9 pm each
day, although the service includes
additional study tools that are
available 24/7.

supervising the center each night
and Luann Johnson from the LRC
assists until 3 pm.

Learning Resource Center

BHS students have access to the
Learning Resource Center from
7 am to 4 pm every school day.

In addition to books, electronic
research databases, and computers,
students have access to LRC staff to
assist with nding, evaluating, and
creating information.

Students also have an extra hour
of access on Thursday mornings
when teachers are meeting in
Professional Learning Communities.
This opportunity is especially
valuable for students who need
to work in groups that cannot
meet after school. More than 120

Welcome to Colonial America

hoosing a colony in which to settle in the
‘ 1700s might have been a dif cult task but the
students on team 7-4 at Rotolo Middle School
made that decision easier, or maybe more dif cult, at
their Colonial Fair in October.

Upon choosing a colony to represent, student groups
studied and researched its history, geography, life style
and important attributes. Some groups went further
than their social studies text to research using books
in the library media center speci cally purchased to
correlate with this curricular topic.

When student groups became experts on the

backgrounds of their colonies, the groups assembled
their information by creating booths for the fair.
Colorful brochures highlighted important topics and
detailed banners caught the eye of interested visitors. Ask the teachers and students. It seemed that each
Students proudly showed off their colony. Jingles were colony had its special strengths based on its enthusiastic
shouted and songs were sung, giving visitors to the representatives. Did the students understand why the
booths persuasive reasons why the colony was “the besgarly settlers came to the New World? Absolutely. It
place in the new world” to settle. One studenteven  Wwas as golden an opportunity as its study is today.
brought a trumpet to accompany his colony’s song. Teachers involved were Charlie Lambillotte, Brittney
Other booths served food that was indicative of the lush Ksepka, Barb Buckley, Lindsey Selix, and Liz Selander
farmland or agricultural strength of the area. According
to student, Allegra Chinwalla, “It was a fun way to learn.
We got to go to the Library Media Center and research
from text books there. We could use our imaginations
to create a banner. At our booth, one of us acted as
William Penn.“

Did one colony seem to be the best place to settle?

Students present what it was like in Delaware

(above)Students enlightening visitors on life in Pennsylva

(
(left) A pamphlet explains what North Carolina was like
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BHS Construction scrapbook

an update on construction progress

The auditorium’s second level seating structure is there—

looks like a good view! This soon-to-be atrium is right

outside the music rooms,
overlooking the new field house
and new auditorium.

One of two new music

rooms with wonderful A danceroom
acoustics nears is being
completion. placed
with state
of the art
technology.
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new feature on the
‘ \ Batavia Public Schools
Web site features vintage

photographs, documents, and other
items from the archives of Batavia
Public Schools. Started in the fall,

of the photographs to near pristine
condition, many of which were not
in a displayable condition. “These

photos from athletic game, music
concerts, and building construction
to documents about student

have been great projects for studentsdress codes from the early 20th

to work on,” stated Jim Schmitz,
graphic arts teacher at BHS, “Not

Century. “This has been a very
rewarding project, and we've only

the BPS101 TimeCapsule showcasesonly do students gain technical skills scratched the surface of what we

a variety of items of interest to
community members and alumni,
as well as current students and
faculty. The BPS101 TimeCapsule
is available online apps101.net/
community/history

BPS101 administrator Doug
Drexler began the TimeCapsule
project after coming across some
old photographs in the high school
vault as summer construction
was underway. “It was amazing
to rediscover so many pieces of
our history, and | thought that the
community would bene t from
having access to them,” stated
Drexler. “Batavia has such a proud
history as a community, and it is
important that we maintain an
appreciation for our heritage.”
Additional TimeCapsule materials
have been gathered from the
Batavia Historical Society and the
Batavia Public Library, as well as
from community members.

Some of the archived materials
were in very poor condition, and
Batavia High School students
have been eager to help out.
Advanced Graphics students at
BHS have worked to restore many
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in working with these artifacts, they
also get a good sense of the history
of this community and of this school
system. It's a great combination.”

Drexler agrees, stating that “the
students have taken a lot of pride in
helping to piece our community and
school history together—literally,”
referring to a badly damaged
photograph of a girls basketball
team from 1907. Looking at the
newly digitally-restored photo, one
cannot tell that the photo had been
in multiple torn and tattered pieces
until students worked on it.

“The BPS101 TimeCapsule
is a great community resource
for honoring our past and
the milestones of our school
district,” stated Jack Barshinger,
Superintendent of Batavia Public
Schools. “With the upcoming
100-year anniversary of the
school district in 2011, | see the
TimeCapsule playing a prominent
role in revisiting our history.”

Since the BPS101 TimeCapsule

began, several community members

have contacted the school district
to provide additional materials to
post in the future—everything from

can do with it,” said Drexler. He
envisions the BPS101 TimeCapsule
being used by K-12 students as a
classroom resource in addition to
being accessible to the community.
“There is so much material out
there about our past, and it would
be a shame to let it just sit there
collecting dust.”

In addition to the BPS101
TimeCapsule Web page, residents
can also receive updates about new
postings by subscribing to the free
BPS101 account on Twitter (visit
twitter.com/bps1Q1 If you are aware
of photographs, Im, documents,
or other items that would be
interesting to feature in the BPS101
TimeCapsule, or have additional
information to share about any
of the items currently on display,
please contact Doug Drexler at
doug.drexler@bps101.net

Early Girl's Basketball photograph from
Batavia High School

Handwritten photo caption reads
“Championship Basketball Team of
Batavia, May 27, 1907." Photograph was
taken by Swan Studios in Batavia. The
“W.B.” written on the basketball likely
stands for West Batavia. West Batavia
High School and East Batavia High School
did not of cially combine until 1911.

It is not currently known what
championship this photo refers to. The
names of the players are also not known.

Batavia boys and girls were competing
in high school basketball very early in
the 1900s. Unfortunately, the lllinois
High School Athletic Association banned
interscholastic competitive sports for girls in
1908 (just a year after this photograph was
taken); girl’s basketball was not of cially
reinstated by the IHSA until 1973.





