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Informational Websites

Batavia Public Library
www.batavia.lib.il.us

Character Counts
www.charactercounts.org

Everyday Mathematics
www.sradkids.com

Full Option Science System (FOSS)
www.lhs.berkely.edu/FOSS

lllinois Early Learning
www.illinoisearlylearning.org

[llinois State Board of Education
www.isbe.net

International Society for Technology in Education
www.iste.org

Kane County Regional Office of Education
www.kane.k12.il.us

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
www.nctm.org

TCI Social Studies Alive
www. historyalive.com

National Research Council
www.nas.edu/nrc

Scholastic
www.scholastic.com

Introduction

This document outlines the goals of our present kindergarten
curriculum. The purpose of this communication is to give par-
ents a brief overview of our-B program; it is not intended to
be a ficurriculum guideo, nor
each program is actually implemented.

Teachers actively participate in the review and revision of cur-
riculum. They work continuously to improve the programs we
offer to students, utilizing educational research, experiences
with students, and suggestions from parents. Teachers use
many materials, programs, activities, and strategies to develop
a program that provides rigorous, sound, and effective educa-
tional opportunities for all students.

The curriculum of Batavia Public Schools is guided by a mis-
sion statement that was developed by citizens and staff mem-
bers.

Mission

Educating students today
to meet the challenges
of tomorrow.




Technology Productivity and Communication
Tools
Copy written text into a word processing docu-
ment that includes the appropriate use of capi-

talization and complete sentences

Change font size and style

Use software tools to create a graphic

Mathematics Use spacebar to separate words

In District 101, we believe that the goals set forth inGe- Use the thumb to activate the spacebar

riculum and Evaluation Standards for School Mathemadiics Use shift keys for capitalization
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics reflect the
type of mathematics instruction which prepare Batavia students Control the mouse

for the 21st century. These goals include:

learning to value mathematics;
becoming confident in oneos
becoming a mathematical problem solver;

learning to communicate mathematically; Technology Research Tools
learning to reason mathematically.

AOpeno and fAquito an

The elementary mathematics program in District 1(Evisry- Use navigational features of an Internet

day Mathematicsayhich was developed by the University of browser to access information from teacher
Chicago. Some of the key features of the Everyday Mathemat- specified websites

ics program include: problem solving for everyday situations,
developing readiness through haimfsactivities, sharing ideas
through discussion, cooperative learning through partner and
smallgroup activities, practice through gamesgoing review
throughout the year, ongoing assessment, and home and school
partnership.
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The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE)
has set the expectation for students as they use techndlbgy.
ISTE National Educational Technology Standards for Students
serves as the foundation for the District 101 technology curricu-
lum framework.

Basic Skills

Usetappropriate posture when using the com-
puter

Use informal keyboarding techniques

Apply a districtassigned username and pass-
word to access a computer

Information Literacy and Ethical Behavior
Respect the rights of other computer users

Exhibit ethical behavior in the use of com-
puters and other technologies

Identify examples of inappropriate use
Use computer etiquette
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Kindergarten Overview

District 101 Kindergarten mathematics content emphasizes the
following content strands, skills, and concepts:

Numeration

Correct number sequences through rote counting and counting
objects; counting on from a number, counting backward, skip
counting; experiences with objects of various sizes, shapes and
arrangements; read and write n

Operations

Using operations and relations in solving concrete problems from
everyday life; make up and act out number stories; explore the

l nverse operations of addition
Aundoingodo; wusing relation voca

Patterns and Functions
Sorting and categorizing collections; exploring functions through
AWhat 6s My Rul e?0 games; count

Geometry
Tracing, drawing, constructing, and playing with simple shapes,
analyze parts of shapes and relationships among sizes and shapes

Measurement and Reference Frames

Introduce length, weight, volume or capacity, and elapsed time;
use appropriate tools to measure and label various units; drawing,
comparing and recording results; introduce money as a tool to
explore place value, fractions, equivalence, decimal system; ex-
plore characteristics and value of bills and coins; develop under-
standing of time; keep track of time on calendars, clocks, number
lines; develop a sense of and record sequential order and time.

Data and Chance
Collect, organize, and display data using concrete objects, tables,
charts, and graphs; make counts and comparisons of data.



Science

In District 101, we believe that the goals set forth inNlae
tional Science Education Standarolgthe National Research
Council reflect the type of science instruction which prepare
Batavia students for the 21st century. These goals include:

e become familiar with the natural world;

« foster natural curiosity about the world;

« become scientifically literate and use appropriate science in
decisionmaking;

« use scientific process skills such as observing, recording,
and experimenting;

« assist learning through hands, mindson, inquirybased
activities;

e use technology and understand how it relates to science.

The elementary science program in District 101 isFinéOp-

tion Science Syste(ROSS. TheFOSSdevelopers are dedi-
cated to the proposition that elementary students learn science
best by doing science. Teachers and students do science to-
gether, engaging in enduring experiences that lead to deeper
understanding of the natural world.

Art connects to things our students are learning in their classrooms
and things that happen around the world. By teaching about specific
artists and cultures the students become aware that art encompasse
diverse population and that artists have been creating through the hi:
tory of time. Through group and individual activities our students are
encouraged to talk about and create art that expresses themselves &
reflects ideas and concepts they've learned. Students are encourage
to develop opinions and ideas about their own art and that of others,
and be able to share them in several ways. Knowledge of tools and
media are taught along with the skills of how to use them to create.
Our Visual Arts program is rich with content and will develop our
studentsdé ability to communi cat
skills of art as well as experiencing culturally diverse art. Students at
each level will enjoy learning about, talking about, and creating art
while becoming more aware of the variety of art and artists that mak
our world more colorful.

Instrumental Music

Instrumental music begins with an extensive testing program for
each fourth grade student. The test includes tonal memory, pitch
discrimination and rhythmical recognition. On the basis of the stu-
dent's test results and teacher recommendation, they are invited to
join the instrumental music program. (Students receiving low re-
sults or poor recommendations are allowed to join; however, the
parents are made aware of the situation.)

Students begin lessons on instruments the summer before fifth
grade. A concerted effort is made to recruit a complete band instru-
mentation and full complement of strings. Students furnish their
own instruments with the exception of larger instruments, i.e., string
bass, tuba, etc.

During the school year, students are given lessons in small instru-
ment classes. These lessons are held during the regular school day
In October, the fifth grade band and orchestra begin regular rehears-
als with students from all elementary schools, meeting before school
for a 50 minute rehearsal once a week.
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based on activities that children like to do: sing, chant rhymes,
clap, dance, and keep a beat on anything near them. These in-
stincts are directed into learning music by hearing and making mu-
sic first, then reading and writing it later, just as we learn our spo-
ken language. Students participate in aocompetitive environ-

ment where they find their rewards in the fun of making music

with others.

Physical Education

The Elementary Physical Education program promotes the belief
that physical education is an i
The program fosters personal awareness of the importance of health
as it relates to movement. This also includes growth in social inter-
actions including skills in critical thinking, problem solving, kines-
thetic awareness, sportsmanship, and the importance-tirige

leisure activities. These attributes are encouraged through our cur-
riculum:

Primary
Fitness
Movement Education
Tumbling and Gymnastics
Rhythms
Dance
Ball Skills
Cooperative Group Activities

Children are encouraged to develop positive attitudes about them-
selves and about physical activity so that they choose to be physi-
cally active throughout their lives.

Visual Arts

The Visual Arts program includes teaching art history, art produc-
tion, art criticism, and aesthetics at all levels. Art appreciation is
fostered in children by the use of various art media and experiences.
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Kindergarten Overview

MODULE SCIENCE THINKING
OVERVIEW CONCEPTS PROCESSES
Paper, Wood, and Fabric absorb,
change, dry,
Students observe, compare, and d{ fabric, fiber,
scribe natural and synthetic materi{ float, fold,
such as wood, paper, and fabric, § materials,
find out what happens when these [ mixture, paper
materials interact with other properties,
materials. Students discover appliq recycle, sink,
tions for the materials in the real source, .
world. structures, Comparing
wood, yarn Communicat-
Trees and Animals Two By Two | animal behav- Ing
ior, animal ang .
Students observe, compare, and d{ plant struc- Observing
scribe the properties of trees. They| tures, aquar-
observe and describe the structure] ium, habitat,
and behavior of an organism and tff living, shape,
compare the organism to a similar | terrarium, treg
one: guppies and goldfish, land snq parts (branch
and water snails, earthworms and leaf, root,
night crawlers. trunk)
7




Social Studies

In District 101, we believe in the goals outlineddarriculum
Standards for Social Studiey the National Council for Social

Studies, which defines soci al
of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic compe-
tence. 0 Therefore, the goal ol

for all students is to help future citizens develop the ability to
make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good, as
members of a culturally diverse, free society in an interdepend-
ent world. This requires that the student:

e acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes required to assume
the role of citizen in our democratic republic;

« integrate knowledge, skills, and attitudes within and across
disciplines;

e construct a knowledge base and attitudes from academic dis-
ciplines as specialized ways of viewing reality;

« understand the changing nature of knowledge, fostering en-
tirely new and highly integrated approaches to resolving is-
sues of significance to humanity;

o develop multiple perspectives, including personal, academic,
pluralist, and global perspectives.

Allied Arts

Foreign Language

The purpose of our elementary Spanish program is to introduce
students to the Spanish culture and to language as a general
concept. The goals of the program are to:

open the minds and the worlds of students to other cul-
tures through the Spanish language,

help students learn how to communicate effectively in
Spanish, and

encourage students to continue aldeg learning and
appreciation of the Spanish language and culture.

The program incorporates rhythm, repetition, physical move-
ment, songs, and games to explore the Spanish language. The K
-2 curriculum includes major themes such as greetings, num-
bers, colors, body, family, animals, and weather. As kinder-
garteners begin to explore these theinegth an emphasis in
conversation, movement, and santhe first and second grad-

ers focus on these topics in more depth. In gradessgidents
continue to review and practice previously learned materials, in
addition to learning new vocabulary. Students begin to explore
the fundamentals of Spanish grammar including adjectives, pre-
sent tense verbs, and basic sentence structure.

Music

General music classes are offered to all students gradles K
during the school day. Music classes are scheduled for 60
minutes per week with a music speciali$he goal of the
music program is both the development of musicality and an
appreciation of music within each child. Our program is
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